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President’s Message

Have you ever examined authentic Shaker furniture? My wife
and | recently  visited Shaker  Village (http://
www.shakervillageky.org/) in Kentucky and | had a hands-on
opportunity to view their woodworking up close and in detail.
Their simplistic and unadorned style is often misconstrued as
being simple to build but the joinery combined with the practical
functionality makes each piece quite unique. Shakers religious
beliefs encouraged their craftsmen to design and build their
furniture to be highly useful in everyday life and to last for many
lifetimes. The dovetailed drawers in the dressers | saw fit and
operated just as smoothly as the day they were built back in
1817.

What is even more impressive the Shakers built all
their furniture using hand tools and even those were
self-made. This wood lathe operated like the old
time sewing machines by peddling the foot frame to
reach 400-500 rpm. Of course the key to turning at BE==s
such low rpm is a very sharp set of chisels. That
brings me to the topic of our June meeting. We will
have a sharpening demonstration by a representa-
tive of Woodcraft. Woodcraft recently met with our F&=
friends at the West Alabama Woodworkers Associa- =
tion to do this demonstration and it was very well

received. Please plan on joining us!

Monta King
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