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Pr esi den t ’s M essage 
Twenty five shor t  years ago this month, a smal l  group of woodworking enthu-

siasts were st ruggl ing to put  together  a club.  They had grand ideas for  interest -
ing speakers, monthly newslet ters, and jur ied shows.  I t  was September  of 1983 
that  they selected their  fi rst  slate of officers and agreed upon a logo.  They had 
already had their  fi rst  show.  There were 23 members who entered 68 pieces in 
that  fi r st  show.  The categor ies were “intermediate”, “exper t ”, and “professional”.  
Our  2008 Annual Show is coming up in October .  Categor ies have changed a bit  
(see ar t icle page 4) but  the goal remains the same.  We want  to share our  work 
and inspire others.  I f you haven’t  finished your  piece yet  there’s st i l l  t ime.  We 
had just  over  100 pieces, excel lent  ones at  that , in our  show last  year .  I n this, our  
25th year  we need to make an even bet ter  showing.  Get  to work!  

We’ve come a long way in 25 years.  Heck, we’ve come a long way in the past  
year .  This t ime last  year  our  Woodworking Educat ion 
Center  was just  a dream that  might  or  might  not  come to 
frui t ion.  Here we are with a beaut i ful  faci l i ty, an ar ray 
of t raining going on, our  annual  show coming up, and 
we’re st i l l  put t ing out  a monthly newslet ter  but  we also 
have a website.  No tel l ing where we’l l  be in another  
twenty five years! 

Think about  where you would l ike the Guild to be in 
25 years and do your  par t  to get  us there.  Share your 
ideas and energy with the group.  We have officer  nomi-
nat ions next  month.  Talk with Dan  Br ow n i ng and his 
commit tee about  the capacity in which you would l ike 
to serve.  We need al l  the help we can get . 
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Gui ld  New s 

Don ’t  m i ss Techn iques for  M ak i ng and F i t t i ng Door s and 
Dr aw er s for  Fu r n i t u r e w i t h  Cr ai g Sat er lee comi ng Sat u r day, 
Sept ember  20t h  at  t he WEC. 

Upcomi ng  i n  2008  

J i m L ee/Shan e Car t er  
Bu i l d  a K i t ch en  I sl and 
Class con t i nues 
 
J ohn  L aw son   
September 18th meeting 

Cr ai g Sat t er l ee 
Seminar  September 20th 

Door s w i t h  M i chael  Tom l i n  
October  16th meeting 

AWG Annu al  Show   
October  18th through 26th 

Annual  Show  Recept i on  
Tuesday, October  21st  

Fr ed &  El si e Bak er  M em o-
r i al  Toys Pr ogr am  
November 20th 

Annual  Chr i st mas Par t y  
December   
(see schedule for  WEC page 2) 

J ohn  L aw son  w i l l  t al k  t o us about  
“ Shar pen i ng ch i sel s (and maybe a p lane i r on )"  

at  ou r  Sept ember  18t h  M eet i ng 

I  k now  t h i s subject  has been  beat  t o deat h  over  t he year s, bu t  some-
t h i ng new  i s avai l able and for  ever yone w ho does not  shar pen  t hei r  
ch i sels because "i t ©s t oo d i f f i cu l t ", or  "i t  t ak es t oo much  t i me", or  "i t ©s t oo 
messy".   

So i f  you  su f fer  f r om an y of  t he above just  br i n g a ch i sel  or  t w o and 
see i f  J ohn  can  show  you  how  t o do i t  easi er , fast er , and w i t h  no mess. 



You can  al so f i nd us at  w w w .aw w g.i n fo 
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I  want  to share with you cuz 
This weekend work day was a royal buzz 

Under  the leadership of Kel ly and Bar t let t  
Much accomplishment  was met  

Every stat ion organized so neat  
I t  was no problem our  goals to meet  

We labored long and steady 
The results were t ruly heady 

For  at  days end, Glory be! 
We had turned out  toys wi th a total of 393  

(Oh well , two didn’t  rhyme..ed.) 

Buddy F i nch  

What ’s H appen ing at  t he 
Woodw or k i ng Educat i on  Cen t er ? 

 
I sland Ser i es Sessi on  2 - Sat u r day, September  13th 
8:00 AM – Noon, Jim Lee and Shane Car ter  lead a ser ies 
of sessions to bui ld a k i tchen island.   Cost  for  ser ies is 
$45. 

Sat u r day, September  13th star t ing at  noon, M i k e K ey 
&  Char l i e Ar d wi l l  lead a group working to instal l  our  
vacuum system 

Sunday, September  14t h 1:00 – 3:00 F r ee Class 
M i k e K ey w i l l  l ead a sessi on  on  usi ng a Tor mek  
 to sharpen tools.  Br ing your  plane iron, chisels, and 
other  tools to pract ice on. 

Sat u r day, September  20t h, 9:00 - 4:00 
Cr ai g Sat er lee Semi nar  (see ar t icle page 3) 

Sunday, September  21st  1:00 - 4:00 F r ee Class 
Cl i f f  Dan i el s l eads hands-on  t u r n i ng of  pens 

Sat u r day, September  27t h 8:00 AM – Noon,  
I sland Ser i es Sessi on  3 

Sunday, September  28t h at  1:00 - 5:00  
Toy Wor k shop 

Sat u r day, October  4th 8:00 AM – Noon  
I sland Ser i es Sessi on  4 

 Sat u r day, October  11th 8:00 AM – Noon  
I sland Ser i es Sessi on  5 

Thu r sday, October  16th  ou r  Mon th l y Meet i ng w i l l  
be hel d at  t he WEC.  Th e H omewood Sen i or  Cen ter  
i s unava i l abl e 
 
Sat u r day, October  18th 8:00 AM – Noon  
I sland Ser i es Sessi on  6 

 

Out -feed Tables Bu i l t  

Buzz K el l y  wants to say “Thanks “ to the over  
the hi l l  gang and the other  volunteers that  showed 
up to help make the out-feed tables for  the table 
saws. 

Thanks to you guys, the WEC now has out  feed 
tables for  both of i t s table saws.  Those tables wi l l  
be inst rumental in the bui lding of the ki tchen is-
land.  One thing kind of leads to another , doesn’t  
i t?  

Here’s hoping some of you learned a thing or  
two and are able to bui ld tables for  your  own 
shops now.  A special thanks to Tr oy  St r oud for  
donat ing one of the table tops. 

Wor d f r om t he “Sp l i n t er  Gr oup”  f r om 
Cu l lman  i s... coming up September  11th, their  
speaker  wi l l  be our  own Cl i f f  Dan i el s. 

Pat  Wei ssend tel ls us that  one of their  members, Roger  
Smith, was honored at  the Montgomery Society for  Ar ts 
and Crafts event  on September  7th for  some of his fabulous 
turnings.   

I f you find yourself at  the Cul lman County fair  check out  
the booth of our  Cul lman cousins.  
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Af ter  the September  Gu i l d  
meet i ng ther e wi l l  be j ust  abou t  
one mon th  u n t i l  t i me to set  up for  
the 2008 AWG Annual  Sh ow.  I  
hope that  most  of you are ready with 
your  projects, al though there is st i l l  
t ime to get  busy and add another  i tem 
to those you have prepared already.  
The show wi l l  be organized as i t  has 
been for  the last  several years with 
four  categor ies: 

· Tr ad i t i on al  fu r n i t u r e 

· Cont empor ar y fu r n i t u r e 

· Wood t u r n i ngs  

· Ot her   

I tems may be entered in the 
above categor ies to be judged by sk i l l  
l evel s of  begi nn er , i n t er medi at e, 
advanced and mast er s.  Note that  
the Other  category is a “catch-al l ” 
category for  i tems that  just  don’t  fi t  in 
any other  category. 

You may also enter  i tems into one 
of the four  open categor ies: 

· Wood car v i n gs 

· Shop t ool s/j i gs 

· Rest or at i on /r ef i n i sh i n g  

· Toys  

This year  we wi l l  have two 
judges, one for  furni ture and an-
other  for  turnings.  The judges wi l l  
evaluate each i tem in each category/
ski l l  level  based on design, joinery, 
finish and di ffi cul ty.  You may also 
enter  i tems for  “Display Only” not to 
be judged.  You may enter  an i tem in 
the show that has been entered in a 
previous show, but i f i t has won a 
r ibbon in the past, i t wi l l  be for  
“Display Only.” 

We wil l  star t  the show set  up on  
Satu r day, October  18t h  a t  10 AM.  
The show is displayed in the Hoover  
L ibrary Gal lery, which is located on 
the lower  level with the theat re.  You 
can dr ive up to the ent rance at  that  

level to faci l i tate loading and unload-
ing your  project  (rear  of l ibrary).  Th e 
d i spl ay r emai ns i n  pl ace un t i l  
Sunday, October  26t h , wh en  a l l  
i t ems shou l d  be pi ck ed u p star t i ng 
a t  2 PM.    

I f you cannot  br ing your  piece 
dur ing the set -up per iod, please con-
tact  Pau l  M anci l l  or  M i k e K ey for  
assistance.  Please l imit  i tems to be 
judged to no more than three per  cate-
gory.   I f you won a blue r ibbon in a 
category in the past , consider  moving 
up to the next  level.   Judging wi l l  be 
Monday the 20th.   

We wi l l  have our  usual recept ion 
on TUESDAY evening from 6 PM to 8 
PM.  Br ing your  family and fr iends.  
This is a great  t ime to share with fel-
low woodworking enthusiasts as wel l .    

We are expecting a great show 
this year !  I f you have not par tici -
pated in the show in previous years, 
you are missing out on one of the 
highl ights of the Gui ld.  Not only 
does i t give you an oppor tuni ty to 
show off your  work, but also the fun 
and fel lowship exper ienced as par t of 
the week’s activi ties is a big par t of 
what the Gui ld is al l  about.  Don’t be 
left out, come and join in the fun. 
 

T I P:  
REGI STRATI ON  FORM  I S ON  OUR WEB-

SI TE   
 
Having your  forms already fi l led out  
wi l l  save you t ime and al low more 
t ime to look and visi t ! 

As in previous years, we are invi t -
ing our  fr iends from Tuscaloosa and 
Cul lman to par t icipate in the show.  
Now don’t  let  those guys win al l  the 
r ibbons! 

 
SH OW TI M E APPROACH ES 

Need a L i gh t ? 

Here’s an idea for  you.  I f you 
need ext ra l ight  when you’re work-
ing at  your  bench, consider  using a 
clamp as a l ight  pole and clamp one 
of those auxi l iary l ights to i t . 

You can move the l ight  up and 
down unt i l  i t  shines just  where you 
need the l ight . 

Maybe you already knew.  I  
didn’t  unt i l  I  saw Kel ly Mehler  r ig 
one of these up for  one of my class 
mates and thought  i t  was the neat -
est  l i t t le t r ick I  had seen for a 
whi le.  So simple but  so useful . 

Then, I  don’t  get  out  much. 

Chr i st mas i s com i ng! 

Time to star t  thinking about  door  
pr izes for  the Chr istmas par ty.  Who 
do you know that  might  donate a 
woodworking i tem or  a gi ft  cer t i ficate 
to be given as a door  pr ize?   

Star t  asking now before they’re al l  
gone. 



We ar e ver y for tunate to have the fol l owi ng pat r ons who 
suppor t  the Gu i l d .  They ar e excel l en t  suppl i er s of  pr od-
ucts or  ser vi ces i n  the l ocal  ar ea that  pr ovi de monetar y 
suppor t  or  a l l ow us to use thei r  var i ous faci l i t i es for  
Gu i l d  funct i ons: 

The Dogw ood I nst i t u t e School  of  F i ne Woodw or k i ng  
Offers woodworking classes for  beginner  to advanced 
woodworkers on var ious topics with concentrat ion on 
teaching the “Process” of making furni ture. Our signature 
courses on Foundations for  Fine Woodworking, has been 
ext remely popular  and guides the student  through a ser ies 
of Foundat ions Courses to prepare them for  bui lding qual-
i ty furni ture. Other  courses include veneer ing, turning, 
finishing and project  classes. Next  year  the school is ex-
panding faci l i t ies/courses and wi l l  offer  several  weeklong 
courses. Al l  courses are taught  by master  craftsmen with a 
vast  amount  of exper ience in di fferent  areas of exper t ise. 
Courses are conducted in our  spacious horse farm in Al-
pharet ta, GA featur ing two large ful ly equipped barns in-
cluding a turning studio &  steam bending equipment . The 
environment  lends to learning woodworking ski l ls in a 
pleasant  surrounding. Our mission: “To provide qual i ty 
inst ruct ional  courses to individuals who are interested in 
fur ther ing their  knowledge of woodworking at  al l  levels of 
interest  and ski l l .” 1640 Mid-Broadwel l  Rd, Alpharet ta, 
GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

Char t er  F i r e Syst ems, I nc   Shawn O’Br ien &  David 
Pavey have served as valuable advisors to the Gui ld rela-
t ive to fi re safety issues.  I f you or  your business have need 
for  fi re protect ion or inspect ion in the future please con-
sider  using Charter  Fire Systems. (205) 982-3301 

J .R. Pr ew i t t  &  Associ at es, I nc.  I ndependent  Insurance 
Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewit t  &  Associates, I nc. 
is a family owned agency that  has grown to one of the larg-
est  fi rms in the Birmingham area.  Represent ing over  a 
dozen insurance carr iers, the agency provides a ful l  spec-
t rum of insurance services to over  3500 cl ients.  From indi-
viduals to mult i -state corporat ions, the agency pr ides i tsel f 
on i t ’s loyal , long term cl ient  base as a resul t  of unparal-
leled customer service.  Contact  us for  your  personal, busi-
ness, or  professional  insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-930-9207 
FAX (205)-930-0450 

Pau l  M anci l l , Real t or   Resident ial , land, &  commercial  
(205)-706-6252 

M ax Tool , I nc. is a dist r ibutor  of cut t ing tools, abrasives, 
MRO and machine shop suppl ies. Founded in 1985, we are 
located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool represents the 
product  l ines of many of indust ry©s foremost  manufactur-
ers from around the wor ld.. 119 B Citat ion Court , Bir -
mingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 www.maxtoolinc.com 

The Aw ar ds &  Engr av i ng Place is a ful l service engrav-
ing shop, offer ing both laser  and flatbed rotary engraving.  
We engrave direct ly on wood, glass, plast ic, and a var iety 
of coated metals.  We offer  plaques, glass and acryl ic 
wards, t rophies, inter ior  signs and name badges.  We have 

Gui l d  Pat r ons been in business in Hoover  since 1987. Contact  Ken Murer , The 
Awards &  Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover  Court , Hoover , Al 
35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-1111 

Woodcr af t  The Woodcraft  franchise in Pelham, AL (see our  ad 
page 6)  

Commer ci al  H eat i ng and Ai r , Char l i e Ar d 

ABC 33/40 - Alabama’s TV New s L eader   
Our thanks to local  television stat ion ABC 33/40 and videogra-
pher , B i l l  Cast le, for  their  suppor t  of the community act ivi t ies 
of the Alabama Woodworkers Gui ld. 

J i menez Pai n t  L L C, I nter ior  and exter ior  paint ing, drywal l  
and pressure washing. Quality work - L icensed and insured, 
free est imates. Cal l  Jesus at  966-0142 

M ar t i n  M ar i et t a Aggr egates, Ri ck ey H or t on  

A-1 Sand &  M or t ar , Alabaster , Bu t ch  Clar k �

M el  Br ow n has DVDs avai lable at  www.bama4u.org/video.htm. 
A wide var iety of topics for  Woodworkers and Woodturners. We 
often forget  the detai ls by the t ime we get  home. Gui ld members 
get  a special  pr ice for  only $10 each DVD  including postage. 
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K eep Your  Tools Shar p! 

Fr ed Sandl i n , an AWG member who owns and operates a 
professional  sharpening service, wi l l  pick-up your  saw blades and 
other  tools at  each meet ing, sharpen them, and return them to 
you the fol lowing month.  Fr ed ’s charge for  this service is at  his 
standard rates less a 5% discount  for  Guild members. Cal l Fr ed 
at  (205) 663-7524. 

Di r ect i ons t o AWG 
Woodw or k i ng Educat i on  Cen t er  

From I  65 Sou t h   
Take ex i t  238 for  US31 toward Saginaw/Alabaster .   
Turn r i gh t  at  US31 N,    
Turn l ef t  on  AL  119/Monteval lo Rd 
Turn r i gh t  on  CR12  
Turn r i gh t  on  CR17 
Look for  school house on  your  l ef t   

M eet i ng Di r ect i ons: 

H omew ood Sen i or  Cen t er  816 Oak Grove Road H ome-
w ood, AL 

Fr om I 65 Sou th , take the West  Oxmoor exi t , merge into center 
lane. Go through 2 l ights.  When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd 
l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the 
black mail  box and turn r ight  into Senior  Center  proper ty. The 
center  has a green roof. (205) 943-0018 

Fr om I 65 Nor th , take the Oxmoor Road exi t . Turn left . Go un-
der  interstate (3 l ights). When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd 
l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the 
black mail  box and turn r ight  into Senior  Center  proper ty. The 
center  has a green roof. (205) 943-0018. 
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Abou t  Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newslet ter  is publ ished monthly for  i ts members and other interested par t ies.  Gui ld meet ings are held 
monthly on the third Thursday at  6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center , 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL. (note exception for Apr i l )   

I nformat ion concerning the Guild may be secured by cal l ing Wal t er  Bar net t , Tr easur er  at  (205) 933-9207. 
Our  Webmaster is  Br i an  St auss.  See our website at :  w w w .alabam aw oodw or k er sgu i ld .or g or  w w w .aw w g.i n fo 
Contact our Gui ld  New s Ed i t or  at   nelbuz@msn.com. 
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The Alabama Woodworkers 
Gui ld, I nc. 

P.O. Box 26665 
Bi rmingham, AL 35260 

 


