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Pr esi den t ’s M essage 
L ast  Sunday I  w as r unn i ng an  er r and t hat  t ook  me out  t o Maylene.  I  took 

a few minutes just  to walk  around whi le i t  was quiet  and marvel at  the t ransforma-
t ion.  There stood a bobcat  where gravel had recent ly been spread.  A new bathroom 
cabinet  and a wood rack had been instal led since I  was there last .  I  thought  how 
proud Fr ed Bak er  would be to see his tools in use at  the Center .  I  was thankful  that  
Fr ed ’s family gave us the fi rst  choice on many of his tools. 

Over  the years i t  seemed a few of the members of the Gui ld did al l  the work.  The 
faces would change from t ime to t ime as changes in health, pr ior i t ies, and l ives took 
their  tol l .  Some folks just  burned out  and eager  new faces came along.  I ’m concerned 
that  we are burning out  a new group.  With this center , there are st i l l  a few carrying 
a lot  of weight  but  I  am happy to see more of you out  there get t ing involved and shar-
ing the load.  Our  Gu i l d  open  h ouse for  the cen t er  i s comi ng up on  Apr i l  19th  
but  we’l l  be holding ou r  Apr i l  meet i ng t h er e on  Apr i l  17t h .  Our  r i bbon cut t i ng 
and medi a day w i l l  be M ay 2nd w i t h  ou r  open i ng t o t he publ i c on  M ay 3r d .  
Then  com es t he Glen  H u ey semi n ar  on  t he 16t h  and 17t h  of  M ay. 

Bi l l  New man and his team have done a heck of a job planning and put t ing to-
gether  work groups.  The coordinat ion effor t  for  something l ike our  Woodworking 
Educat ion Center  is complex and t ime consuming even i f you never  do any of the real 
work yourself.  Our  implementat ion team has not  only planned and coordinated but  
they have taken on quite a few projects themselves.  Those of you have cont r ibuted 
should be very proud of your  accomplishments.  I  know I  am proud of each and every 
one of you.  Thank you. 

WEL COM E NEW M EM BERS 

Ti mot hy Thomas, Pelh am 
M ar k  L est er , H oover  

The Basi cs of  Woodt u r n i ng  
Wi t h  Wi l l  Pat e 

We are excited about  our  fi rst  meet ing in the new bui lding cal led the 
“WOODWORKING EDUCATION CENTER” because i t  gives us the capabi l i ty of 
having l ive demonstrat ions. We can let  the chips fly !!! Our  program wil l  be on “ 
The Basics of Woodturning” as requested by a large number  of our  members.  

You wil l  learn how to use a gouge, a scraper , a skew, and a par t ing tool ,and 
maybe others. Sharpening each tool wi l l  also be covered and safety wi l l  be 
st ressed. One of the large Delta lathes wi l l  be used for  this program. 

We are for tunate to have Wi l l  Pat e as our  speaker , a master  of the ar t .  Wil l  is 
from Birmingham and is wel l  known for  his knowledge of turning. He has already 
been to the Center  to adjust  the Delta lathes and decide how to set  up. 

The Guild has a huge pi le of turning blanks, check them out  whi le you are there. 

DON’T FORGET:  The WAWA-PALOOSA in Tuscaloosa is Saturday, May 3rd. 
The locat ion is the University Presbyter ian Church Student  Center  on the corner  of 
8th Street  and 12th Avenue, 1-1/2 blocks west  of Bryant-Denny Stadium. (see de-
tai ls in March Gui ld News)                                                                         Nor m El l i s 

Next  Meet i ng 
Apr i l  17th  
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H ave t r ouble r emember i ng our  w eb addr ess?  You  can  al so f i nd us at  
w w w .aw w g.i n fo 



PAGE 3 G U I L D  N E W S  V OL U M E  X X V I I  N U M B E R 4 

Bak er  Est at e Tool  Sale 
Sunday, Apr i l  20t h  

1:00 PM  un t i l  4:00 PM  

This sale is for  AWG members only.  Though many 
of Fr ed’s tools have already found a home at  the AWG 
Woodworking Educat ion Center , there are lots of i tems 
st i l l  avai lable.  Fr ed’s basement  is st i l l  fi l led to the 
br im with t reasures and t reats.  Come check i t  out  and 
br ing cash.  What ’s left  we are sel l ing to the publ ic in 
May. 

2100 Grayson Val ley Dr ive, Birmingham.  From 
I59 take the Pinson/Trussvi l le Exit  141.  Turn left  on 
Chalkvi l le Road. Travel 1.4 miles. Turn left  on Grayson 
Val ley Dr ive.  House is .9 mi on the r ight  just  before 
the fi rst  4 way stop. 

Not e f r om ou r  f r i end and Pat r on  Ron  Peyton  of  
t he Dogw ood I nst i t u te of  F i ne Woodw or k i ng:  

On a sad note, my house burned down two weeks ago and we 
are t rying to put  things back together  after  l iving there for  30 
years. We were devastated in that  i t  burned to the ground .... 
No one was hur t  and we got  out  with the clothes on our  backs. 
The school was not  harmed and we are st i l l  having classes. 
We also wi l l  be having the Turning Day at  Dogwood on June 
7th just  as we did last  year  so come ahead. Just  thought  you 
would l ike to know. 

M el  Br ow n has DVDs avai lable at  www.bama4u.org/video.htm. 
A wide var iety of topics for  Woodworkers and Woodturners. We 
often forget  the detai ls by the t ime we get  home. Gui ld members 
get  a special  pr ice for  only $10 each DVD  including postage. 

Don ’t  For get  Pledges 

With al l  of the energy, enthusiasm and hard work 
that  have been put  into the Woodworking Educat ion 
Center  by so many members of the Guild, let ’s keep in 
mind this is an intermediate stop in our  goal to have our  
own faci l i ty that  wi l l  include space for  the shop, 
classes/seminars, monthly meet ings and other  act ivi t ies 
of the Guild.  I  cer tainly do not  want  to dist ract  from 
what  has become avai lable to us and what  has been ac-
complished with i t  thus far , but  pledges that  were made 
toward reaching the ult imate goal of our  own faci l i ty are 
st i l l  needed to be in a posi t ion to act  when the next  op-
por tunity ar ises.   

Payments can be made in any amount  at  any t ime.  
Shor t ly after  the end of the year  a receipt  for  the total of 
your  tax deduct ible contr ibut ions wi l l  be sent  to you.   

Thank s to ever yone for  t he con t i nued f i n anci a l  
and ph ysi ca l  con t r i bu t i ons to t he ef for t s and pr o-
j ect s of  t he Gu i l d . 

Buddy Fi nch  w r i t es: 
That  guy Br ow n i ng 
He is something astounding 

Aided by that  fel low H al l  
You can be sure the job did not  stal l  

Their  reputat ion bore no tarnish 
As they sprayed that  lacquer  and varnish 

The two L ee’s the boards did carry 
And r ight  behind was Bi l l  and Tr oy t rying not  to tar ry 

Buzz took a turn at  spraying 
and Ow en did his par t  by sanding 

Bar t let t  was there to inspect  
And to insure al l  was correct  

So al l  the act ion in L aw son ’s shop 
Let  us get  al l  the boards done in shape t ip top 

I n closing I  hope no one wil l  cry or  pout  
I f by chance I  have their  name left  out  

(I n other  words, the AIDB game boards are finished!) 

Di r ect i ons t o AWG 
Woodw or k i ng Educat i on  Cen t er  

From I  65 Sou t h   
Take ex i t  238 for  US31 toward Saginaw/Alabaster .   
Turn r i gh t  at  US31 N,  
Turn lef t  on  AL  119/Monteval lo Rd 
Turn r i gh t  on  CR12 
Turn r i gh t  on  CR17 
Look for  school house on  you r  l ef t   

The M aylene School  H ouse i n  
1998 w hen  H abi t at  for  H uman i t y  
t ook  ow ner sh i p ...j ust  t hough t  you  m i gh t  

en joy  seei ng t he befor e as w e en joy  t he af t er . 



which has benefi ted from the hard work 
and par t icipat ion from both. 

The rest  of the woodworking readers 
are now aware of what  we have known for  
years, Nelda and Buzz are t rue wood-
working enthusiasts who give freely of 
their  t ime, energy and knowledge to help 
other  woodworkers, foster , suppor t  and 
promote the interest  of the Gui ld in al l  i ts 
effor ts and projects and are always there 
when you need a helping hand. 

I n addi t ion to “Congratulat ions”, let ’s 
add a big “Thank You”. 

Wal t er  Bar net t  

Congratulat ions to Nelda and Buzz 
whose shop was the featured shop in the 
most  recent  issue of Woodcraft  Magazine.  
I f you have not  seen the ar t icle, i t  is 
wor th the pr ice of the magazine for  that  
ar t icle alone.   

The ar t icle is wel l done, including 
many pictures of their  shop (and the Kel-
lys), insight  into how Nelda and Buzz 
got  star ted in woodworking, and the pro-
gress that  they have made since star t ing.  
Of course not  much of this is news to 
Gui ld members who have observed this 
progress over  the years they have been 
members of the Gui ld and the Gui ld 

A few cr i t ical  i tems remain to be 
completed  before our  Apr i l  19 target  
date for  opening the shop.  Successful  
workdays have moved us closer  to our  
goal. On the past  4 Saturdays members 
came to Maylene with enthusiasm and  
wi l l ingness to work hard to complete 
the i tems .  I n addit ion to the work 
done on each of the workdays much has 
been accomplished by individuals and 
smal l  groups. 

·  The large power  tools are in place 
and wired for  power . 

·  The receptacles along the front  and 
rear  wal ls are instal led and wired. 

·  The tool cabinets have been 
painted and some tools have been 
placed in them. 

·  The toy group’s room is painted 
and shelves are instal led. 

·  The clamp racks are bui l t , in-
stal led, and painted. 

·  The Delta lathes are assembled, 
tested and shelves added. 

·  Many power  and hand tools pur-
chased or  given to the Gui ld are at  the 
WEC. 

·  Gravel is spread for  the loading 
ramp and dr iveway. 

·  We have a dumpster  at  the shop so 
to keep the area clean. 

·  The yard around the shop has been 
thoroughly cleaned. 

·  The second bathroom has been 
renovated. 

·  The secur i ty system has been in-
stal led and is in service. 

The complet ion of the shop and com-
missioning i t  to service are major  steps 
in the evolut ion of our  Gui ld. We are 
moving into a fi rst  rate faci l i t y with the 
potent ial  to fur ther  the goals of the 
Gui ld and to serve the community to an 
even greater  degree. We wi l l  soon be 
select ing and t raining Shop Supervisors 
to provide oversight  and coordinat ion of 
the operat ion of the WEC. These indi-
viduals wi l l  be the key to successful  
operat ion of the shop. Please lend them 
your  suppor t  in making our  new shop 
successful .                      Bi l l  New man  

A-1 Sand &  M or t ar  in Alabaster  vol-
unteered and hauled the gravel on 
March 31st .I t  is great  to have the sup-
por t  of local businesses. Bu t ch  Clar k  
indicated an interest  in joining the 
Gui ld. Keep your  eyes open for  Butch 
and make him welcome. 

A. R. Br ay 

M ar t i n  M ar i et t a Aggr egat es fur -
nished two t ruckloads of gravel for  the 
dock area and dr iveway out  front . This 
wi l l  give us bet ter  access to the bui lding. 
Plant  manager , Ri ck y H or t on , plans to 
join the Gui ld. Look for  him and tel l  him 
"Thanks for  the gravel". 

Congr at u lat i ons t o Nelda and Buzz�

Woodw or k i ng Educat i on  Cen t er  at  M aylene 
r ap i d l y  movi ng t ow ar d complet i on �

We ar e p leased t o add t w o new  sponsor s: 
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L aw son  Table Class 
Con t i nues 



We ar e ver y for tunate to have the fol l owi ng pat r ons who 
suppor t  the Gu i l d .  They ar e excel l en t  suppl i er s of  pr od-
ucts or  ser vi ces i n  the l ocal  ar ea that  pr ovi de monetar y 
suppor t  or  a l l ow us to use thei r  var i ous faci l i t i es for  
Gu i l d  funct i ons: 

The Dogw ood I nst i t u t e School  of  F i ne Woodw or k i ng  
Offers woodworking classes for  beginner  to advanced 
woodworkers on var ious topics with concentrat ion on 
teaching the “Process” of making furni ture. Our signature 
courses on Foundations for  Fine Woodworking, has been 
ext remely popular  and guides the student  through a ser ies 
of Foundat ions Courses to prepare them for  bui lding qual-
i ty furni ture. Other  courses include veneer ing, turning, 
finishing and project  classes. Next  year  the school is ex-
panding faci l i t ies/courses and wi l l  offer  several  weeklong 
courses. Al l  courses are taught  by master  craftsmen with a 
vast  amount  of exper ience in di fferent  areas of exper t ise. 
Courses are conducted in our  spacious horse farm in Al-
pharet ta, GA featur ing two large ful ly equipped barns in-
cluding a turning studio &  steam bending equipment . The 
environment  lends to learning woodworking ski l ls in a 
pleasant  surrounding. Our mission: “To provide qual i ty 
inst ruct ional  courses to individuals who are interested in 
fur ther ing their  knowledge of woodworking at  al l  levels of 
interest  and ski l l .” 1640 Mid-Broadwel l  Rd, Alpharet ta, 
GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

Char t er  F i r e Syst ems, I nc   Shawn O’Br ien &  David 
Pavey have served as valuable advisors to the Gui ld rela-
t ive to fi re safety issues.  I f you or  your business have need 
for  fi re protect ion or inspect ion in the future please con-
sider  using Charter  Fire Systems. (205) 982-3301 

J .R. Pr ew i t t  &  Associ at es, I nc.  I ndependent  Insurance 
Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewit t  &  Associates, I nc. 
is a family owned agency that  has grown to one of the larg-
est  fi rms in the Birmingham area.  Represent ing over  a 
dozen insurance carr iers, the agency provides a ful l  spec-
t rum of insurance services to over  3500 cl ients.  From indi-
viduals to mult i -state corporat ions, the agency pr ides i tsel f 
on i t ’s loyal , long term cl ient  base as a resul t  of unparal-
leled customer service.  Contact  us for  your  personal, busi-
ness, or  professional  insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-930-9207 
FAX (205)-930-0450 

Pau l  M anci l l , Real t or   Resident ial , land, &  commercial  
(205)-706-6252 

M ax Tool , I nc. is a dist r ibutor  of cut t ing tools, abrasives, 
MRO and machine shop suppl ies. Founded in 1985, we are 
located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool represents the 
product  l ines of many of indust ry©s foremost  manufactur-
ers from around the wor ld.. 119 B Citat ion Court , Bir -
mingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 www.maxtoolinc.com 

The Aw ar ds &  Engr av i ng Place is a ful l service engrav-
ing shop, offer ing both laser  and flatbed rotary engraving.  
We engrave direct ly on wood, glass, plast ic, and a var iety 
of coated metals.  We offer  plaques, glass and acryl ic 
wards, t rophies, inter ior  signs and name badges.  We have 

Gui l d  Pat r ons been in business in Hoover  since 1987. Contact  Ken Murer , The 
Awards &  Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover  Court , Hoover , Al 
35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-1111 

Woodcr af t  The Woodcraft  franchise in Pelham, AL is inde-
pendent ly owned by Tom and Kathy Nequet te.  I t  is a local 
business and Tom’s ful l  t ime occupat ion.  I t  depends upon i ts 
wel l  being by foster ing and maintaining as high a level  of rela-
t ionships as possible with al l  of our customers.  Beyond that  i t  
is imperat ive for the store to enhance and promote woodwork-
ing in al l  of i ts forms.  The Alabama Woodworker©s Guild is an 
integral  par t  of these goals.  Not  only do we value the members 
as customers but  we value what  the Gui ld represents and 
br ings to our  community.  We believe in suppor t ing the Gui ld, 
i ts growth and i ts members.  We thank you for  your  pat ronage 
and your  fr iendship. (see our  ad page 6)  

Commer ci al  H eat i ng and Ai r , Char l i e Ar d 

ABC 33/40 - Alabama’s TV New s L eader   
Our thanks to local  television stat ion ABC 33/40 and videogra-
pher , B i l l  Cast le, for  their  suppor t  of the community act ivi t ies 
of the Alabama Woodworkers Gui ld. 

J i menez Pai n t  L L C, I nter ior  and exter ior  paint ing, drywal l  
and pressure washing. Quality work - L icensed and insured, 
free est imates. Cal l  Jesus at  966-0142 

M ar t i n  M ar i et t a Aggr egates, Ri ck ey H or t on  

A-1 Sand &  M or t ar , Alabaster , Bu t ch  Clar k �
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I t ems for  Sale 

J ET Speci al  Edi t i on  con t r act or ©s saw  with 30"  Xacta 
fence.  Has two cast  i ron wings and a table between the 
rai ls to al low for  a 30" cut  to the r ight  of the blade.  
Mounted on an HTC rol ler  base which cost  more than 
$100.  Wil l  include two new micro j ig spl i t ters (thin and 
regular  ker f) and a couple of zero clearance plates.  This is 
an excel lent  saw, used very l i t t le (less than 20 hours).   
$485 for  the package. 
Tr oy  St r oud, 205-670-9267, tandr41@sbcglobal.net  

M i n i  M ax 250 Cabi n et  Table Saw , 3hp 220V Motor  
Sl iding table on r ight , extension table on left .  10” blade with 
scor ing blade for  panel ing.  $500 or  best  offer  
J i m  L ee (205) 390-9144 

M el  Br ow n would l ike you to know that  DVDs are avai lable at 
www.bama4u.org/video.htm. A wide var iety of topics for  Wood-
workers and Woodturners. We often forget  al l  the details given 
by the demonstrator  by the t ime we get  home. Gui ld members get 
a special  pr ice for  only $10 for  each DVD which includes postage. 

K eep Your  Tools Shar p! 

Fr ed Sandl i n , an AWG member who owns and operates a 
professional  sharpening service, wi l l  pick-up your  saw blades and 
other  tools at  each meet ing, sharpen them, and return them to 
you the fol lowing month.  Fr ed ’s charge for  this service is at  his 
standard rates less a 5% discount  for  Guild members. Cal l Fr ed 
at  (205) 663-7524. 
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Abou t  Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newslet ter  is publ ished monthly for  i ts members and other interested par t ies.  Gui ld meet ings are held 
monthly on the third Thursday at  6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center , 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL. (note exception for Apr i l )   

I nformat ion concerning the Guild may be secured by cal l ing Wal t er  Bar net t , Tr easur er  at  (205) 933-9207. 
Our  Webmaster is  Br i an  St auss.  See our website at :  w w w .alabam aw oodw or k er sgu i ld .or g or  w w w .aw w g.i n fo 
Contact our Gui ld  New s Ed i t or  at   nelbuz@msn.com. 
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The Alabama Woodworkers 
Gui ld, I nc. 

P.O. Box 26665 
Bi rmingham, AL 35260 

 


