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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

J U L Y  2006 

Pr esi den t ’s M essage 
First , I  want  to thank M i k e K ey for  his presentat ion on using the Leigh 

dovetai l  j ig at  the pre-meet ing program. Clear ly, a number  of members benefi ted 
from the presentat ion – too bad Dan  is st i l l  having t rouble with his!!! 

One of the things I  have always wanted to bui ld is a new front  door  for  my 
home. I  think J i m  L ee’s demonstrat ion may have been what  I  need to get  
star ted. Thanks J i m  for  an inspir ing presentat ion. 

Also, thanks to Sh ane Car ter  for  opening his shop for  visi tation. I t was a 
treat to see how you have set-up your  new shop and i t looks very nice and workable 
– the donuts were good too! Thanks again! 
 

B i l l  H ost  is moving from the Birmingham area and this is a big loss for  our  
Guild. B i l l  has been a real ly hard worker  for  our  Guild and he wil l  be sorely 
missed. He has par t icipated in a number  of our  classes and seminars, at tended a 
Joinery class at  Marc Adams School of Woodworking, at tended a Windsor  chair  
class taught  by Drew Langsner , presented at  a pre-meet ing program, par t ici-
pated in one of our  demonstrat ions at  Woodcraft , served as our  L ibrar ian, hosted 
our  last  Chr istmas Par ty plus our  Auct ion/Family night  in May, served as a 
Board Member  and cur rent ly is the Guild secretary. We wil l  miss you and Sharon 
and we hope you wil l  visi t  when you can! Good Luck! 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Veneer i ng w i t h  J ohn  L aw son  

J ohn  L aw son , one of our own ext remely talented members, wi l l  present  our  
July program.  J ohn  is an industr ial  engineer  by educat ion.  He spent  most  of his 
career  in manufactur ing of automot ive par ts.  He and his wife, Jeanne, have 
three chi ldren and have l ived in the Birmingham area for  the past  8 years.  J ohn  
star ted woodworking about  20 years ago but  about  five years ago he star ted to 
woodwork in earnest .  I f you remember  his table in the 2005 show you under-
stand what  I  mean by “in earnest .”  J oh n  shares a shop with J i m  L ee and they 
do al l  types of woodworking.  J ohn  has a special interest  in 18th century Amer i-
can furniture.  One of the things J ohn  told me that  he has learned over  the years 
that  “i f you have an open mind and pat ience you can do pret ty good work.” 

Come ear ly and get  a front  row seat  to se how veneer ing is done and used in 
furniture making. 

Pr e-meet i ng demonst r at i on  on  shar pen i ng and usi ng cabinet  
scr aper s pr esen t ed by Wal t er  Bar net t  

David Hopper  wi l l  be at  our  July Meet ing to tel l  us about  Hardwoods of Alabama’s 
move.  Present ly located in Thorsby, they wi l l  be moving to a new locat ion close to the 
Shelby Co. Airpor t .  David wi l l  have the scoop on their  plans. 
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Fr ank  J on es Fr ee Classes (the fi rst  and second 
Saturdays each month at  9 AM, Fr ank  has been teach-
ing free classes (l imited to 3 people).  I n August  Fr ank  
wi l l  teach car vi ng ba l l  and cl aw feet .  M i k e K ey is 
our  class coordinator . (205)663-1614. 

I n accordance with our  By-laws, I  have ap-
pointed three of our  members to serve as the 
Nominat ing Commit tee for  our  officers for  next  
year . M i k e K ey chairs the commit tee with J i m  
Caldw el l  and J ef f  H ood. Be sure to give them 
your  input  to help shape the future of our  Guild. 

The turnout  at  our  last  shop visi t  was disap-
point ing!! Please do your  best  to suppor t  your  
Guild.  

For  the benefi t  of those who missed the last  
meet ing, our  professional fundraiser , Todd Heif-
ner , furnished a l ist  of individuals, corporat ions 
and foundat ions in the Birmingham area that  are 
l ikely suppor ters of projects l ike our  Woodworking 
Center . Those members in at tendance were asked 
to look the l ist  over  and ident i fy any with whom 
there might  be an oppor tunity for  us to network.   

There were 11 individuals who thought  they 
might  have an oppor tunity to network with 24 
organizat ions/individuals on the l ist . Of those 24 
organizat ions/individuals, there were 21 different  
organizat ions/individuals. We need a bet ter  re-
sponse! I f those members who were not  at  the 
meet ing responded in the same rat io, then we 
would have the needed number  of contacts. I  wi l l , 
again, have a copy of the l ist  at  our  next  meet ing 
and I  wi l l  ask those who have not  reviewed the l ist  
to please get  a copy from me and look i t  over . We 
need your  help.  

Change i n  L eader sh i p  

Bi l l  H ost ’s leaving Birmingham left  vacancies to be fi l led. 
Dw i gh t  H ost et t er , a current  board member has agreed to 
serve as Secretary for  the remainder  of the year  and Eddi e 
Heerten wi l l  fi l l  the vacancy created on the Board left  by 
Dw i gh t ’s move. 

Eddi e has been one of the largest  users of the Gui ld Library 
and I  am happy to repor t  that  he wi l l  also be our  new L ibrar ian. 

Shar pen  and Use Cabi net  Scr aper s:  
Ou r  Pr e-meet i ng Demo 

Our July pre-meet ing demo wi l l  be presented by Wal-
ter  Barnet t .  He wi l l  demonstrate how to sharpen and 
use a cabinet  scraper .   

I f you are l ike me, you have a couple of these scrapers 
lying around and use them occasional ly to clean up a 
glue joint  or  some simple task.  There are many uses for  
this simple but  effect ive tool . 

Walter  wil l  show us how and when to use the scraper .  
He wi l l  also demonstrate the method he uses for  sharp-
ening his scrapers...and maybe even help you to 
sharpen yours i f you br ing i t  wi th you to the meet ing.  
Remember that  the pre-meeting demo star ts at  5:30 PM 
in our  regular  meet ing room. 

Woodw or k i ng Cen t er  Fund Updat e 

Pledges for  The Woodworking Center  cont inue to come in. 
Thir ty-one members have donated and/or  pledged a total  of  
$32,647. Adding our  CD’s and unpaid pledges, we now have a 
total  of $47,496 set  aside for  our  Woodworking Center . Last  
January when this program was presented to the member-
ship, the suppor t  was almost  unanimous. Whi le the fundrais-
ing has gone very wel l , I t  is disappoint ing that  only 25% of 
our  members have made a pledge -- there are a number  of us 
“who have not  put  our  money where our  mouth is.” I f you 
have any quest ions or  reservat ions about  making your  
pledge, any of your  officers or  BOD members are prepared to 
answer  them.  

Our  most  significant  benchmark for  measur ing how suc-
cessful  our  planning and fundraising has been is to compare 
us to the Greenvi l le Gui ld. They raised $50,000 in about  one 
year  to open their  shop – we are $2500 shy of that  in six 
months. Our  goals, however , are di fferent  from theirs – they 
only have a shop, without  space for  regular  meet ings. Their  
membership has t r ipled in the last  three years and now they 
are planning for  a new 18,000 sq ft  faci l i t y that  meets al l 
their  needs – we are planning to have a faci l i t y to meet  al l  
our  needs in the fi rst  step.  

Greenvi l le has been very suppor t ive by shar ing al l  of t heir  
costs and other  informat ion with us. This data has been very 
helpful  and gives us great  confidence in what  we are doing.  

Thanks for  the great ini tial  response…NOW LET’S 
MOVE FORWARD WITH TOTAL SUPPORT! 

Demonst r at i on  at  Woodcr af t  J u l y  22nd 

Woodcraft  has invi ted us to display our  work at  Woodcraft  
dur ing the ent i re month of July.  I n addi t ion, on Sat u r day, 
J u ly  22n d we are to set -up out  in front  of Woodcraft  to demon-
st rate our  ski l ls – similar  to what  we have done in the past .  

This is a great  oppor tuni ty for  fel lowship; to win $100, $50, or  
$25 in a drawing, enjoy lunch provided by Woodcraft , show our  
work to Woodcraft ’s customers – plus, i t ’s a great  way to meet  
possible new members!  

Br ing your  work for  the display as soon as possible and plan to 
par t icipate in the demo on the 22nd between 10 AM and 4 PM.  

Tom Nequet te and his staff have been super  nice to us and 
now is the t ime we can return the favor  and have fun in the 
process. PLAN TO BE THERE! 
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H om ew ood Sen i or  Cen t er  816 Oak Grove Road H om ew ood, AL 

Fr om I 65 Sou th , take the West  Oxmoor  exit , merge into center lane. Go 
through 2 l ights.  When in doubt, merge left . At  the 3rd l ight (Flor ida 
Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the black mail box and 
turn r ight into Senior Center  proper ty. The center has a green roof. (205) 
943-0018 

Fr om I 65 Nor th , take the Oxmoor Road exit . Turn left . Go under inter -
state (3 l ights). When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd l ight (Flor ida Gr i l l  
and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the black mail box and turn 
r ight  into Senior  Center proper ty. The center has a green roof. (205) 943-
0018. 

M eet i ng Di r ect i ons: 

We ar e ver y for tu nate to have the fol l owi ng pa-
t r ons who suppor t  t he Gu i l d .  They ar e excel -
l en t  suppl i er s of  pr oducts or  ser vi ces i n  t he l o-
cal  a r ea th at  pr ovi de monetar y suppor t  or  a l -
l ow us to use thei r  var i ous faci l i t i es for  Gu i l d  
funct i ons: 
The Dogw ood I nst i t u t e School  of  F i ne Wood-
w or k i ng  - a new woodworking school located in Al-
pharet ta, GA offer ing courses in fine furni ture con-
st ruct ion to beginning, intermediate and advanced stu-
dents.  One, two, three and five day classes on a var i-
ety of topics taught  by master  craftsmen from across 
the United States as wel l  as local exper ts.  The mission 
of the school is to provide qual i ty inst ruct ional courses 
to individuals who are interested in fur ther ing their  
knowledge of woodworking at  al l  levels of interest  and 
ski l l .  1640 Mid-Broadwel l  Rd, Alpharet ta, GA 30004 
(770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 
Dust y  Saw  Woodw or k s For  custom made furni ture 
and custom cabinets (205) 413-0184  J i m  L ee  
J .R. Pr ew i t t  &  Associ at es, I nc.  I ndependent  In-
surance Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewit t  &  As-
sociates, Inc. is a family owned agency that  has grown 
to one of the largest  fi rms in the Birmingham area.  
Represent ing over  a dozen insurance carr iers, the 
agency provides a ful l  spect rum of insurance services 
to over  3500 cl ients.  From individuals to mult i -state 
corporat ions, the agency pr ides i tsel f on i t ’s loyal, long 
term cl ient  base as a result  of unparal leled customer 
service.  Contact  us for  your  personal, business, or  pro-
fessional insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. South, Bir -
mingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-933-9207 FAX 
(205)-933-0450 
Pau l  M an ci l l , Real t or   After  ret i rement  from Bel l-
South Human Resources, I  have begun a career  in real 
estate.  I t  real ly has been an easy t ransit ion for  me 
since I  enjoy working with and helping people.  I  am 
now a ful l  t ime agent  and a mult i -mi l l ion dol lar  pro-
ducer .  My approach to real estate is very much l ike 
my approach to l i fe:  I  st r ive to work hard for  my cl i -
ents, t reat  everyone with respect  and keep a sense of 
humor.  I f you or  someone you know is looking for  a 
Realtor  to ei ther  l ist  a proper ty or  represent  a buyer  
please let  me know and with every sale I  wi l l  make an 
addit ional donat ion to the Alabama Woodworkers 
Gui ld.  I  can be reached at  (205)-706-6252 
M ax Tool , I nc. is a dist r ibutor  of cut t ing tools, abra-
sives, MRO and machine shop suppl ies. Founded in 
1985, we are located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max 
Tool represents the product  l ines of many of indust ry©s 
foremost  manufacturers from around the wor ld.. 119 B 
Citat ion Cour t , Birmingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 
www.maxtool inc.com 
The Aw ar ds &  Engr av i ng Place is a ful l  service 
engraving shop, offer ing both laser  and flatbed rotary 

Gui l d  Pat r ons 
engraving.  We engrave di rect ly on wood, glass, plast ic, and 
a var iety of coated metals.  We offer  plaques, glass and 
acryl ic wards, t rophies, inter ior  signs and name badges.  We 
have been in business in Hoover  since 1987. Contact  Ken 
Murer , The Awards &  Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover  Cour t , 
Hoover , Al 35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-1111 
Woodcr af t  The Woodcraft  franchise in Pelham, AL is inde-
pendent ly owned by Tom and Kathy Nequet te.  I t  is a local 
business and Tom’s ful l  t ime occupat ion.  I t  depends upon 
i ts wel l  being by foster ing and maintaining as high a level of 
relat ionships as possible with al l  of our  customers.  Beyond 
that  i t  is imperat ive for  the store to enhance and promote 
woodworking in al l  of i ts forms.  The Alabama Wood-
worker©s Gui ld is an integral  par t  of these goals.  Not  only 
do we value the members as customers but  we value what  
the Gui ld represents and br ings to our  community.  We be-
l ieve in suppor t ing the Gui ld, i ts growth and i ts members.  
We thank you for  your  pat ronage and your  fr iendship. (see 
our ad page 6)  
Commer ci al  H eat i ng and Ai r , Char l i e Ar d 

Our  Fr i days at  WoodCr af t  gr oup meet  at  noon  on  Fr i days 
(11:30 for  l unch) a t  WoodCr af t  t o eat  l unch  and t a l k  abou t  
woodwor k i ng.  Somet i mes we even  mak e a l i t t l e sawdust .  
Pl ease br i ng your  l unch  and j oi n  us! 

I TEM S FOR SAL E 

·  Tot al  Shop—5 t ools i n  one, simi lar  to a Shopsmith $500   
 Don  Black bur n  (205)-664-1347 

·  Gr i zzly  15”  M odel  G1148 H eavy Dut y  Band Saw , 1hp-
110v,I ncludes 5 blades- 103” ¼- to ¾, instal led rol ler  bear-
ing guides, mounted wheels on base.  Two years old. All  
new over  $600. Sell  for  $350. 

·  Gr i zzly  – M i n i  Wood L at he, Model G9247, 1/3 hp var i -
able speed,  includes #1 morse taper  with chuck, #1 taper  
with mandrel, 3” mount ing plate. Two years old over  
$200.00  Sel l  for  $130. 

  Glenn  Ph i l l i ps    (256)-393-0012 cel l  

·  Fr ee Bed l i ner  for  shor t  bed p i ck -up t r uck  
 Cl i f f  Dan i els  (205) 822-7326 
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Abou t  Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newslet ter  is publ ished monthly for  i ts members and other interested par t ies.  Gui ld meet ings are held 
monthly on the third Thursday at  6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center , 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL.   

Informat ion concerning the Guild may be secured by cal l ing Wal t er  Bar net t , Tr easur er  at  (205) 933-9207. 
Our  Webmaster is  Br i an  St auss.  See our website at :  w w w .alabam aw oodw or k er sgu i ld .or g  
Contact our Gui ld  New s Ed i t or  at   nelbuz@msn.com. 


