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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

J U N E  2005 

Pr esi den t ’s M essage 

Dr. Norm El l is wi l l  be our  speaker  at  the June meet ing.  Norm was born in St . 
Clair  County.  He has three col lege degrees including a Ph. D from LSU.  Though 
Norm has taught  and done research in psychology for  thir ty years, his woodworking 
special ty is St ickley furni ture.  H is pieces are works of ar t . 

Norm is a member of the West  Alabama Woodworkers Gui ld (WAWA) who has 
par t icipated in our  annual  jur ied shows (and took home blue r ibbons every t ime!). 
Last  year  he presented a very wel l  received program on Ar ts and Crafts style furni-
ture to the Gui ld. 

This t ime his presentat ion wi l l  be on a subject  that  we al l  encounter  from t ime to 
t ime; designing and bui lding furni ture without  plans.   He wi l l  also cover  durabi l i ty, 
finishing and finishing the finish. 

Norm is an excel lent  speaker  and woodworker .  I  promise you i t  is a t reat  to hear  
his presentat ion!  

J une ‘05 M eet i ng Pr ogr am 

Dear  Fel low Woodworkers, 

First  I  want  to thank al l  of you who helped make our  cookout  and si lent  auc-
t ion in May such a success.    Thanks to our  cooks and a special  thanks to those of 
you who donated proceeds from the sale of your  i tems.  These proceeds exceeded 
$700!  There is not  room to ment ion everyone (plus I  would cer tainly miss some 
folks) but  I  have to give a special thanks to Glenn  Ph i l l i ps and Dixie Pacific for  
the incredibly generous donat ion of some beaut i ful  wide mahogany boards and to 
Dan  Br ow n i ng for  ar ranging for  the donat ion of the Dewalt  tool stand from Max 
Tools.  I  also have to special ly thank Buzz and Nel da K el l y  for  keeping up with 
the planer  and haul ing i t  back and for th for  3 months!   The real i ty is that  lots of 
folks worked hard to make this a success and thanks to you al l ! 

TH I S I S YOUR L AST  REM I NDER FOR TH E K ENTON  H AL L  SEM I NAR WHI CH  WI L L  
BE TH I S SATURDAY, J UNE 11TH .  We have lots of room for  more folks to at tend!  
Regardless of whether  you want  to bui ld a chair  or  not , there wi l l  be ski l ls and 
techniques that  you WI LL learn that  can be appl ied to numerous other  projects.   
Kenton wil l  demonstrate and discuss the use of both power  and hand tools.  This 
seminar  may very wel l  inspire you to t ry a project  that  you have not  t r ied before.  
I ’m sure you real ize that  $60 for  a ful l  day wi th a professional woodworker  and 
woodworking teacher  is a real bargain.  So give Mike Key (663-9036) or  me (823-
2195)a cal l  to let  us know you are coming.                                       Thanks, Pau l  

L at e br eak i ng new s:  We have had two cancellat ions in the June 18th 
Scrol l Saw Class taught by Cl i f f  Dan i els.  The class wi l l  be 3 Saturdays 
beginning June 18th.  Contact  M i k e K ey (205)663-9036 for  reservat ions. 
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I t ems for  Sale 

Delta Cont ractors Saw,  
50” Vega Fence—$350 

Cal l  Shane Car t er  205-563-2588 

Plans for  Fu t u r e M eet i ngs 

I n July, Dw i gh t  H ost et t er  wi l l  
show how he makes his outstanding 
wooden ‘Nantucket ’ baskets.  
Dw i gh t  is a newer  member  of our  
Guild and he has already made 
many contr ibut ions such as the 
Woodcraft  demo, Show and Tel l , and 
now a program. 

Our  August  program wil l  ba an 
up-date from Kerry McCalla!  Kerry 
is a former  Guild member  who 
moved to Tennessee several years 
ago.  He left  many fr iends here.  I t  
wi l l  be a t reat  to see him again.  
Kerry has a nat ional reputat ion for  
his col lect ion of ant ique tools.  Kerry 
wi l l  share with us some of his latest  
finds. 

H ar ol d H al l  is one of the best  
ant ique repairmen and restorers in 
this area.  I n September  he wi l l  
show us some of his secrets.  We are 
hoping that  H ar old wi l l  fol low this 
presentat ion with a ser ies of classes 
to teach us his ar t . 

At  this t ime the October  meet ing 
is open.  What  would you l ike to see?  
November  is “Toys” and December  
wi l l  be our  Chr istmas par ty. 

Contact  Bi l l  Sh i ver s with sugges-
t ions. 

BOSCH  I S  TO H AVE A TRUCK  L OAD  
TOOL  SAL E: 

H GH  H ar dw ar e 
3912 2nd Ave. South 

Birmingham 
Tuesday June 21 

9AM - 2PM - Free lunch 11:30 - 1PM 
The AWG is invi ted. 

H i Fel low Sawdust  Makers!! 

Just  a note to let  you know we are 
BUZZing along.  We t ry to have a 
l i t t le L EEway in our  effor ts.  Some-
t imes our  planning has a l i t t le 
SNI PE but  don©t  be aPAUL ed at  the 
end result , for  we can always t r im 
this off.  We have a royal t ime with 
the BARRON and know that  the 
BUDDY system works wel l  as we 
each t ry to help one another .  Come 
and join us Fr iday afternoons at  
Woodcraft . 

Hoping for  smooth sur faces and per-
fect  cuts, we remain…. 

Your  Fr iday Over  The Hi l l  Gang!! 

AWG M emor abi l i a  
Bei ng Col lect ed  

Cl i ff Daniels is put t ing together  a 
col lect ion of Gui ld memorabi l ia for  
display purposes.  He’s looking for  
pictures, plaques, let ters, or the 
l ike.  We’re t rying to col lect  every-
thing into one place before some of 
i t  gets lost  forever !  You can contact  
Cl i ff at  822-7326 

Scr ol l i ng, 
 
 Scr ol l i ng, 
 
 Scr ol l i ng 

The scrol l  saw is one of the safest  
machines in most  shops.  Chi ldren 
are even often al lowed to use the 
scrol l  saw.  The mechanical scrol l  
(l ike the one above) was int roduced 
to replace hand fret  saws in the 
1800s.  Fret  work adorned furni ture 
as long  as 3000 years ago in Egypt . 

We are lucky to have a master  of 
the ar t  within our  Gui ld.  Cl i f f  
Dan i el s’ Scrol l  Saw Class begins 
June 18th and wi l l  be taught  at  the 
shop of Shane Car t er  and J i m  
L ee.  Just  $85 for  3 classes! 

Our  2005 Bench Class:  (Front  left  to r ight ) J ames Ar mst r ong, M ar t y  Cogen , J i m  L ee (host ), Alden  Snow  
(Second row left  to r ight ) M i k e K ey (inst ructor ), F r ed Bak er  (inst ructor ), Bob Br ow n i ng, Br i an  St auss, Bi l l  
H ost , J ef f  B i shop, (Back row left  to r ight ) Pau l  L eSu eur , Ar l yn  L ar son , Shan e Car t er  (host ) 
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H omew ood Sen i or  Cen t er  816 Oak Grove Road 
H omew ood, AL 

Fr om I 65 Sou th , take the West  Oxmoor  exit , merge into 
center  lane. Go through 2 l ights.  When in doubt , merge 
left . At  the 3rd l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) 
take a left . Go to the black mail box and turn r ight  into 
Senior  Center  proper ty. The center  has a green roof. (205) 
943-0018 

Fr om I 65 Nor th , take the Oxmoor  Road exit . Turn left . Go 
under  interstate (3 l ights). When in doubt , merge left . At  
the 3rd l ight  (Flor ida Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a 
left . Go to the black mail box and turn r ight  into Senior  
Center  proper ty. The center  has a green roof. (205) 943-
0018 

M eet i ng Di r ect i ons: 

Wood Tur n i ng Class 

I  at tended the Black Warr ior  Turning School ’s Basic 
Woodturning 101 (spindle turning) in February.  We 
star ted at  9:00 AM. The f i r st  t opi c i s sa fety. The in-
st ructor  discussed not  having loose clothing, such as long 
sleeves and gloves. I t  is impor tant  to wear  a face shield, 
hard hat  with a lexan face shield, and we need to use lung 
protect ion.  A facemask with an air  fi l ter ing system is 
needed for  turning exot ic and spalted woods is a must .  A 
dust  mask is the very minimum. 

Then our  inst ructor  discussed the d i f fer en t  t ypes of  
l a thes: the mini , midi , and heavy-duty lathe.  I t  is impor-
tant  to select  the one that  is r ight  for  you.  This would 
depend on what  type of turning you plan to do.  Tu r n i ng 
tool s should be high-speed steel tools at  least  M-2 steel or  
bet ter . The minimal tools for  spindle turning would be ¾” 
roughing gauge, ½” par t ing tool, 3/8” spindle gauge, 1/2” 
skew and � ” par t ing tool. 

Next  was a demonst rat ion on how to stand, how to ad-
just  the tool rest , how to hold your  tool by over  hand or  
under  hand gr ip, and how to sharpen your  tools using a 
wolver ine jig with a slow speed gr inder . 

The inst ructor  demonst rated how to star t ing turning 
and how to create a tendon on the end of the piece of wood 
and then place the tendon inside the chuck. He showed us 
how to r ide the bevel on the turning tools to prevent  get -
t ing catches (unintent ional gouges in the wood caused by 
not  r iding on the bevel correct ly) and how to make beads 
and coves.  He always cuts down into the wood. 

Next  we star t  turning projects. We use green sweet  
gum to make a mal let . We place the wood between cen-
ters, and then we turn back about  ½” to create a tendon 
on the piece. Then we place the tendon inside the chuck 
on the lathe. We turn the upper  par t  the wood to make 

the head and then make a bead and cove for  a t ransi-
t ion to the handle.  Then we make a knob for  the end of 
the handle. At  the end of class so we made spinning 
tops. 

I  found the class very informat ive. The inst ructor  is 
pat ient  and answers al l  the quest ions ful ly. The class 
was enjoyable and I  learned so much. 

Anyone interested in classes should contact  the 
Black Warr ior  Wood Turning School,  
2929 10th Ave, Tuscaloosa, AL. 35401 

#205-785-8472(Ed.) - 205-553-6977(Maur ice) 

By Edd i e H eer t en  

Edd i e got a par tial  tui tion scholarship for  attending 
this class.  I f you are interested in finding our  more 
about our  scholarship program contact Bi l l  Sh i ver s 

The best  bi r t hday pr esen t  i n  t he w or ld ! 
 

As a novice t rying to develop bowl-turning ski l ls, I  have had t rouble finding suitable turning blocks for  my lathe.  
As I  may have ment ioned before, I  am over ly frugal, or  as my kids have said “Cheap!”  Therefore, retai l  providers of 
these blanks are out  of the quest ion, and 12” x 12” x 7” blocks of wood don’t  exact ly grow on t rees.  Wel l , actual ly they 
do, but  i t  takes a l i t t le work to get  to that  size. 

My wife has l istened to my wai l ing and gnashing of the teeth in this regard for  a couple months and decided to give 
me a gi ft  from the hear t .  You know you’ve been marr ied a long t ime when your  wife’s idea of a romant ic bir thday pre-
sent  is a brand new chainsaw.  I  have been leery of these gor i l las of the woodworking wor ld since Hurr icane Freder-
ick, when several fr iends were maimed by them.  But  then I  remember what  my Trade School teacher  said about  elec-
t r ici ty, “Don’t  be afraid of i t , but  you (explet ive deleted) sure bet ter  respect  i t .” 

As luck may have i t , I  recent ly had to have an oak t ree removed from my yard and the t ree cut ters were kind 
enough to leave a generous supply behind.  The Saturday after  my bi r thday I  got  up br ight  and ear ly (and so did my 
neighbors) and stockpi led enough bowl blanks to last  for  months.  Al l  l imbs are st i l l  intact , and my wi fe has cancel led 
the insurance pol icy she just  recent ly took out  on me. 

By B i l l  H ost  


